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  Frank John Scott 
      “He gained his commission by conspicuous service… 
                 he has shown great devotion to duty.” 

 
 
 
 
     
  
     
 

      Cleve James Scott 
  “Lieutenant C J Scott behaved with coolness and great  
gallantry… He acted throughout with a total disregard for  
  his personal safety and set a fine example for his men” 
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Many Gawler families had sons who fought in the First World War and many of 
those families lost their sons, as a scan of the honour boards which line the 
foyer of Council will attest.  One of those families was that of Felicia (née Saint) 
and James Scott who lived at Church Hill, Cowan Street, Gawler.  They were 
married at Salisbury on 30 December, 1885 and had 13 children by the time of 
the First World War, the last being born in 1912. Frank and Cleve were born at 
Port Broughton some years before the family came to Gawler:  Frank on 2  
December, 1894 and Cleve (together with his twin-sister, Coral) on 4 October, 
1896.   
 

                                   Frank (left) and Cleve Scott, date unknown 
 

   In the book The Story of the 10th Battalion AIF in Australia, Egypt, Gallipoli, France 
    and Belgium during the Great War 1914-1918, Robert Kearney suggests that the  
    reason the brothers look so young is because the photograph is a ‘paint over’ of  
    much earlier photographs. He suggests that the artist has painted out Frank’s long  
                      hair from the original and that the uniforms were painted on. 
  (Town of Gawler, Gawler Heritage Collection holds a copy of the original photograph 
                   located in the collection of Army Museum of South Australia) 
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Frank John Scott 
 
When the call for volunteers was made shortly  
after the declaration of war by England against  
Germany in July, 1914, Frank Scott was one of  
the first to enlist on 22 August, 1914 at  
Morphettville Camp.  He was 20 years of age at  
the time and worked as a porter. He had already  
served for two years with the 79th Infantry, prior  
to enlistment. 
 
Frank’s enlistment papers show that he was  
5 feet, 8½ inches (173 cm) in height, weighed  
137 pounds (62 kg) and had a chest measurement of just over 34 inches (just 
meeting the minimum chest measurement of 34 inches).  His complexion was 
described as ‘fresh’, his eyes were blue and his hair was dark brown.  He stated 
his religion as Salvation Army.  On 24 August, 1914 Captain H C Nott,  
Examining Medical Officer, declared Frank Scott fit for active service.  He was 
assigned to ‘G’ Company, 10th Infantry Battalion, 3rd Brigade, Australian  
Imperial Force. 
 
Together with the other members of the 10th Battalion, Frank Scott moved into 
the Morphettville Camp for training until departure on HMAT Ascanius from 
Outer Harbour on 20 October, 1914.  At the time of departure, the likely  
destination was thought to be Europe where British forces were already  
engaging the German army in battle.  After a short stop at Fremantle where the 
11th Battalion embarked, the Ascanius joined a convoy of ships which was  
escorted by the HMAS Sydney to the Middle East, arriving at Alexandria, 
Egypt, in early December, 1914. 
 
After a period of training, Frank Scott, with the 10th Battalion, boarded the 
Ionian on 2 March, 1915 at Alexandria en route to join the Military Expeditionary 
Force (MEF) led by Britain, at Gallipoli. The events that occurred at Gallipoli are 
now part of the Australian legend and 25 April 1915 is now considered by many 
people as the date on which Australia truly achieved nationhood.  The  
Melbourne Age of 30 April, 1915 reported that fighting had begun ‘in grim  
earnest’ and that the troops were ‘advancing to justify those hard months of 
training and marching, to show the world how Australia’s brown battalions can 
fight shoulder to shoulder with British and Canadians and French in the ranks of 
the Empire, and shed their blood as bravely as the best’;  the Australian  
Imperial Force had ‘received its baptism of fire from the guns of the enemy’ and 
had ‘earned the praise of the Imperial authorities’. 
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Frank’s Statement of Service shows that he was no ordinary young man.  He 
entered the war with the rank of Private, was promoted to Lance-Corporal on 
11 August, 1915 and to Temporary Corporal on 29 October, 1915, while still at 
Gallipoli.  Following the withdrawal of troops to the Greek island of Lemnos, his 
appointment to Corporal became permanent on 3 December, 1915.  Shortly  
after, having returned to Egypt, he attained the rank of Sergeant. 
 
The period from December, 1915 to March, 1916 was spent in training at Mena 
Camp near Cairo.  During this time, the battalions of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd  
Brigades were split, half from each going to a newly-formed 4th Brigade.  The 
men who were taken from the 10th Battalion formed the new 50th, a sister  
battalion to the 10th.  Reinforcements arrived from Australia during March, 
1916, which brought all four Brigades up to full strength. 
 
On 28 March, 1916, Frank, as part of the 10th Battalion, left Alexandria by ship 
to travel to Marseilles to join the British Expeditionary Force.  It would later be 
reported that he served continuously during the two years he was a member of 
the 10th Battalion except for a short period of illness.  It was in France, shortly 
after deployment to the Western Front, that Frank was admitted to hospital at 
Saint-Omer suffering from mumps.  He had recovered by mid-May, 1916 when, 
from hospital, he re-joined his Battalion. 

Members of D Company, 10th Battalion digging trenches during outpost training in the desert.   
Sergeant Ford, holding a shovel, is standing in the left foreground and Private Scott (later  

Lieutenant and Adjutant of the 10th Battalion, killed in France) is the person in the right foreground in 
the trench looking to the camera, ca. 1915.  (Source: http://www.awm.gov.au) 
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On 29 June, 1916, Frank was ‘taken on strength’ into the Training Battalion and 
on 5 August, 1916 was promoted to 2nd-Lieutenant.  Then on 27 November, 
1916 he was promoted to Lieutenant and to Adjutant on 14 January, 1917.  As 
the losses within the Battalion mounted as a result of the fierce fighting, Frank 
continued towards further promotion.  He was taken ‘on command’ to the 5th 
Army Infantry School in France on 3 July, 1917, returning to his unit a month 
later.   
 
At the beginning of September, 1917 the 10th Battalion was involved in the 
Third Battle of Ypres. Then early in October, after a short ‘spell’, the Battalion  
returned to the Front Line in support of the 1st Brigade.  On Monday 8 October, 
1917 a secret order was issued for a raid commanded by Lieutenant F J Scott  
to be carried out on Celtic Wood on 9 October, 1917.  The intention was for ‘C’ 
Company, 10th Battalion (plus reinforcements) to conduct the raid with the  
objective of destroying dugouts, killing enemy soldiers, taking prisoners and 
capturing enemy guns and documents.  An artillery barrage was to give cover to 
raiding troops while machine guns would protect the flanks of the area to be 
raided. 
 
Unknown to the Australians on 9 October, 1917 Celtic Wood was teeming with 
enemy soldiers as a result of a raid by the 11th and 12th Battalions two days 
earlier.  At daybreak on 7 October, three officers with 67 other rank soldiers  
carried out a raid in which a machine-gun and 15 prisoners were captured and 
20 enemy soldiers were killed.   
 
The early dawn of 9 October was dry with a light wind following two days of 
gales and continuous rain.  At 5.20am the five officers and 80 soldiers of the  
raiding party entered Celtic Wood under what was reported later to be nothing 
like the expected protective artillery barrage.  Trench mortar fire provided early  
protection for the raiders who entered at the northern end of the Wood.  Others  

                            The British Expeditionary Force 
 
The British Expeditionary Force (BEF) was created in 1908 to ensure that 
British forces would be ready to respond quickly to a call for assistance 
should it be received from France as a result of an attack by Germany.   
 
Unlike the French and German armies which consisted of conscripts, the 
BEF was made up of volunteers.  It consisted of six infantry divisions and 
one cavalry division.  Five divisions were sent to France at the outbreak of 
the First World War.  They sustained heavy losses and were succeeded 
by the vast British army. 
 

(Source: http://encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com) 



                                         ‘Pillbox’ fighting 
                                                            

  ‘Pillboxes’ were reinforced concrete shelters  
  for troops which the Germans began to build  
  in late 1916.  Originally called ‘pillar boxes’  
  in Australian records, these structures were  
  constructed by the Germans when they  
  realised that deep dugouts were traps for  
  their soldiers. 
 

  Pillboxes came in many shapes and sizes 
  ranging from structures that could house  
  just six men to larger two-storeyed buildings 
  in which around 40 men could take shelter.   
  They were generally covered by soil or    
  camouflage and could withstand the direct  
  hit of all but the heaviest shells.  Anyone  
  inside had a high chance of survival even in the heaviest bombardment and could  
  emerge after the enemy had gone past and attack from the rear.  
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went in from the west and after an initial hesitancy, the Germans began to rake 
the advancing Australians with heavy machine-gun fire from the many 
‘pillboxes’ that the Germans occupied.  A later estimate suggested that the 
men of the 10th Battalion were outnumbered by more than two-to-one.  Frank 
Scott was seen to urge some of his men forward and deeper into the wood in 
an attempt to neutralise the sniper fire which was beginning to take its toll on 
the raiders. Others tried to outflank the entrenched German riflemen while 
some attempted to destroy the many dug-outs and weapon-pits. 
 
Shortly after the raid began, a fierce enemy barrage curtained off the wood and 
the raiders found that they were trapped with no hope of escape.  The  
Australians were blasted with fire of all sorts and then they were hunted down 
and killed in fierce hand-to-hand combat.  Lieutenant Scott was seen to fall and 
one of the Sergeants attempted to carry his body out of the wood but because  
of heavy machine-gun fire, he was unable to do so.  The venture that had  
begun with high hopes had ended in disaster.  There are conflicting opinions 
about how many men returned (one report said 14; one said 19) but whatever 
the number of survivors, the overwhelming fact remains that many of those  
taking part in the raid quite literally disappeared.  No graves were found during 
the battlefield searches by the War Graves Commission nor does it seem that 
the men were taken as prisoners of war.  The Commanding Officer of 10th  
Battalion was hopeful that some of the missing men would return later and  
efforts were made to search for the wounded.  However, the stretcher-bearers 
under Red Cross flags were fired on and forced to return to safety. 

Australian troops resting behind a 
conspicuous pillbox, south east of Anzac 
Ridge in the Ypres sector, 26 September 

1917. (Source: www.awm.gov.au) 
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Frank’s body was never recovered.  Shortly after the conclusion of the War, an 
unofficial burial report was received at Australian Imperial Forces’ Headquarters 
in London which stated that he was buried near Spoilbank which is near the 
area in which he was fighting.  Frank is commemorated at the Ypres (Menin 
Gate) Memorial.  His name also appears on the memorial which is on the grave 
of his brother, Cleve, at La Kreule Military Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Frank John Scott was mentioned twice in despatches. 
 
On 29 July, 1916 Brigadier-General E G Sinclair-Maclagan, Commander of the 
Australian 3rd Infantry Battalion, signed the following recommendation: 
 

        Sergeant Scott rendered valuable assistance during attack on 23/24 [July] 
         by reconnoitering the position right up to the enemy’s lines and rallying men 
         during the enemy’s intense bombardments. 
 

On 7 March, 1917 Major-General H B Walker, Commander of the 1st Australian 
Division, issued the following: 
 

        Lieutenant Scott joined the 10
th
 Battalion on its formation in August 1914.   

         Since then he has served continuously with the exception of 18 days  
         through sickness. He gained his commission by conspicuous service as a  
         platoon sergeant.  As Assistant Adjutant, and later as Adjutant, he has  
         shown great devotion to duty. 
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Frank Scott, date unknown, possibly August, 1916.  Location 
unknown, possibly London after receiving commission.  

(Town of Gawler, Gawler Heritage Collection) 
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Cleve James Scott 
 
Like his brother before him, Cleve Scott was a  
remarkable young man who distinguished himself in  
battle.  Cleve held the rank of Second Lieutenant when  
he enlisted with the Australian Imperial Force Infantry  
Reinforcements at Adelaide on 10 January, 1916. He  
stated his age as 20 years and three months and his  
trade as ‘draper’s assistant’ (he worked for Mr E 
Sheard in Gawler).  He had served with Senior Cadets  
(where he attained the rank of Second Lieutenant)  
for four years and with the 80th Infantry regiment for one year prior to enlistment.  
He was described as being 5 feet 9 inches (175 cm) tall and 122 pounds (55 kg) 
in weight with a chest measurement of just over 34 inches (just meeting the 
minimum requirement, as did his brother in 1914) ‘fresh’ complexion, blue eyes 
and brown hair.  Cleve was declared fit for duty and assigned to ‘C’ Company, 
Second Depot Battalion at Morphettville. 
 
With the benefit of hindsight, it seems that Cleve’s ultimate aim in joining the AIF 
was to join his brother in the 10th Battalion.  Rather than follow the path of  
promotion, he was happy to have his rank reduced to Private on a number of 
occasions in order to achieve this goal.  Cleve went to ‘C’ Company as a Private 
but was soon promoted to Corporal.  He transferred to ‘D’ Company as a Private 
on 16 March, 1916 after attending the Non-Commissioned Officers’ School at 
Mitcham but two weeks later he was again promoted to Corporal.  By the time 
he departed from Australia on the ship S/S Afric on 9 June, 1916 he held the 
rank of Lance Sergeant.  After arrival in England, he was promoted to Sergeant. 
 
Cleve’s Statement of Service shows that he spent all of December, 1916 in  
hospital being treated for mumps.  During January, 1917 his rank was, at his 
request, again reduced to Private so that he could transfer to the 10th Battalion. 
After another ten days in hospital for treatment to his feet, he rejoined his unit on 
31 March, 1917.  Another promotion on 14 April, 1917 gave him the rank of 
Lance-Corporal and shortly after, on 7 June, 1917 he reported to No. 4 Officers’ 
School at Oxford, England.  He transferred back to the 10th Battalion on 12  
September, 1917 with the rank of Second Lieutenant and returned to France on 
14 October, 1917.  He was promoted to Lieutenant on 22 January, 1918. 
 
On the night of 1 March, 1918 the 10th Battalion was in the Front Line at  
Hollebeke in Belgium.  A raid by an enemy party consisting of about 130 men 
took the Battalion by surprise. The enemy was beaten off but the 10th sustained 
heavy casualties, including ‘D’ Company’s Commander who was killed.  Cleve 
played a major role in fighting back the Germans and for his courageous  
actions, he was awarded the Military Cross (MC). 



 
The Military Cross (MC) 

 
The Military Cross (MC) was instituted on   
28 December, 1914 as a means of formally  
recognising the courage of junior officers  
during wartime (officially for ‘gallantry in the  
field’) for Captains and below. From 1931,  
the MC was also awarded to Majors.  The  
Military Cross complemented the Military  
Medal (MM) which was awarded to  
servicemen below officer rank. 
 

Also available was an additional award to the  
Military Cross of a silver Bar which recognised  
further acts of gallantry.  These bars were worn  
above the ribbon. 
 

Awards of the Military Cross were announced  
in the London Gazette along with a citation.   
Approximately 37,000 Military Crosses were  
awarded during the First World War. 
 
(Source: www.firstworldwar.com) 
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Cleve James Scott was awarded the Military Cross as a result of a  
recommendation by the Commanding Officer of the 10th Battalion on 8 March, 
1918: 
 

At Hollebeke, when the enemy raided our line on the night 1/2nd March, 
1918, Lieut. C. J. Scott behaved with coolness and great gallantry.   
From a post on the right of the one raided he immediately opened  
Lewis Gun and Rifle Fire, causing the enemy many casualties.   
He drove off the attack upon his own Post, fired on the enemy who 
were returning with prisoners, and then under heavy artillery and  
machine-gun fire, reconnoitred the position, re-established the raided 
post and assisted to bring in our own and enemy wounded from in front 
of the Outpost Line.  He acted throughout with a total disregard for his  
personal safety and set a fine example to his men. 

 
The citation appeared in the London Gazette on 13 May, 1918 and in the  
Commonwealth of Australia Gazette on 24 October, 1918. 
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On 30 May, 1918 Cleve was wounded in action and was admitted to hospital 
with a severe gunshot wound to the thigh.  He remained in hospital and  
convalescence until late June when he resumed duty.  By July, the 10th  
Battalion was in the area of Strazeele and Merris. By constant attacks they 
moved the Front Line gradually forward.   
 
Early on the morning of 22 July, 1918 a patrol from the 10th which was sent  
out in the Merris area, captured eight unwounded prisoners and a machine- 
gun.  Buoyed with this success, two more patrols were dispatched.  One  
group encountered heavy opposition from the enemy and the decision was 
made to postpone further patrols until dusk.  The other group drew sniper fire 
from enemy positions in Merris but managed to establish a secure position.   
Patrolling recommenced at 9.30pm with the aim of locating places where the 
Germans were entrenched and inflicting as many casualties as possible.   
Unfortunately for the men of the 10th Battalion, orders were given for the  
patrols to return.  The withdrawal was made under heavy fire and Cleve Scott 
and another soldier were killed.  Cleve was buried at La Kreule Military  
Cemetery, near Hazebrouck, France. 
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The Australian Red Cross Society Wounded 
And Missing Enquiry Bureau file for Cleve 
Scott gives details of eye-witness accounts of 
his death. 
 
Lance Corporal A W Swanson and  
Lieutenant W D Sharland gave very similar  
accounts.  They reported that at about 
midnight on 22 July, Cleve had gone out  
with a ‘party to mop up’ a ‘strong German 
post’ and in the process of doing so, he had 
been ‘shot through the head by a machine-
gun bullet and undoubtedly died instantly’.  
Lance Corporal Swanson went on to say that 
he had not seen Lieutenant Scott hit but had 
‘helped to carry him in from the front line to 
Company headquarters’.   
 
Lance Corporal J Griffin reported that he was 
in charge of a party of eight stretcher bearers 
‘in front of Merris’.  He further stated that ‘we 
carried his [Lieutenant Scott’s] body away to  
Battalion Aid Post and covered him with a 
blanket’. 
 
Both Major W H McCann and  
Private E L Wilkins confirmed that  
they had sighted the body of Cleve 
Scott.  Major McCann  
reported seeing him 
‘lying on a stretcher 
dead’ at the Aid Post at 
Strazeele on the 
 morning of 23 July, 
1918.  Private Wilkins 
said that he saw  
Lieutenant Scott three 
days after he was 
killed.  His body was 
being sent back from 
the Aid Post to the 
transport lines for  
burial. 
 La Kreule Military Cemetery, France (Source: www.ww1cemeteries.com) 

          Headstone on the grave of Cleve James Scott 
              at La  Kreule Military Cemetery, France.  
          Although not  buried at La Kreule, Frank Scott  
            is commemorated on the same headstone. 
                            (Source: Unknown,  
                     by courtesy of Wayne Clarke) 



Source: The Bunyip, 16 August, 1918. 
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A memorial service was held in  
Gawler on Sunday 11 August,  
1918.  Cleve was referred to in  
‘glowing terms’, praise being given  
to his loyalty, ability and sacrifice.   
He was praised also for his  
willingness to forego promotions so  
that he could ‘get early into the  
fighting’.  The Bunyip report goes  
on to say that ‘when in France he  
[Cleve] was claimed by his brother  
Lieut. Frank Scott’ confirming that  
these two young brothers served  
together in the 10th Battalion for  
about nine months before the  
death of Frank. 
 
The Bunyip of 16 August, 1918,  
also reported that in his last  
communication with his mother,  
Cleve had written: 
 
   We will carry the flag through to  
   a glorious victory.  God has  
    indeed blessed the arms of  
    Australia. 
 
After the cessation of hostilities,  
Mrs Felicia Scott, mother of Frank  
and Cleve, wrote to Base Records  
in Melbourne requesting that ‘the 
names of the brothers who were so  
much to each other’ could both appear on  the memorial over Cleve’s grave at 
La Kreule Military Cemetery.  After further correspondence, agreement was 
given that this could be done but that the length of the inscription would be  
limited to 66 letters, spaces included.   
 
Prior to this occurring, however, Mrs Scott was informed that a Memorial  
Cross for ‘the late Lieutenant F J Scott’ had been erected in La Kreule  
Cemetery ‘on the right of the grave of his brother’ which bore a similar cross. 
 
Both men are commemorated on the Roll of Honour at the Australian War  
Memorial, Canberra.  The names of both Frank and Cleve are located on  
panel 60 in the Commemorative Area. 
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South Australian Armed Forces prior to the First World War 
 

During the early years of South Australia’s history, local militia formed the defence 
force for the colony.   
 
By 1886, the army was made up of paid volunteers (militia), rifle companies 
(volunteer force), and a militia reserve.  With Federation in 1901 came a  
re-organisation of Australia’s armed forces and, in 1903, the Regiment of Adelaide 
Rifles (which had been formed in 1878) became the 10th Australian Infantry  
Regiment. 
 
During 1909-10, Field Marshal Lord Kitchener undertook a review of Australia’s 
defence force.  He recommended that Australia should raise a force of around 
80,000 men and that a compulsory cadet scheme for boys should commence.  
Under the Defence Act  of 1 January, 1911, boys aged 12 to 14 years of age were 
to train as junior cadets for no less than 120 hours per year;  those aged 15 to 17 
years would train over four full days and twelve half days each year and attend 24 
night training parades; young men aged 18 to 26 were to serve in the citizen force 
and were required to serve 16 full days per year, eight of which had to be served 
consecutively in a camp.  These young men were also required to complete one 
year as a reservist. 
 
By 1912, South Australia had nine infantry regiments numbered from 74 to 82. 
 
(Source: Kearney, Robert Silent Voices: The Story of the 10th Battalion AIF in Australia, Egypt,  
   Gallipoli, France and Belgium during the Great War 1914-1918.) 

      Types of South Australian Regiments by Richard Simkin, illustration of  
             uniforms and equipment., 1900-1909. (Source: awm.gov.au) 
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 View of the countryside from Merris to the Strazeele Station, taken from Strazeele.  During April and May, 
1918, the 1st Australian Division was responsible for defending this area.  Note several damaged buildings  
     in the background.  This panorama is one of a series taken by the Australian War Records Section.  
                                                               (Source: www.awm.gov.au) 

                            

                  Australian Army Ranks   
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 
 
                            
 

                           
Lowest to highest: 
 

Other ranks:                          Private   
Non-commissioned officers: Lance Corporal 
                                              Corporal 
                     Lance Sergeant 
                     Sergeant 
                                              Staff Sergeant 
Commissioned officers:        Second Lieutenant 
                     Lieutenant                   
                     Captain 
                     Major 
                                              Lieutenant Colonel 
                     Colonel 
                     Brigadier (General) 
                                              Major General 
                                              Lieutenant General 
                                              General    
                                              Field Marshal 
 

Adjutant: a lower-ranking officer who assists a  
higher-ranking with administrative affairs. 
 

(Source: www.awm.gov.au)  



     The war-damaged remains of the village of Hollebeke, 
         Belgium, May 1918. (Source: www.awm.gov.au) 
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           For a more detailed account of the history of the 10th Battalion, see  
            Historical Pamphlet Number 17, Gawler’s Soldiers, available from   
                         Gawler Public Library or www.gawler.sa.gov.au     

                                                         

           Researched and written by Anne Richards, Librarian, Reference and Research 
                                                                Services 
 
                        Number 18 in a Series of Historical Pamphlets produced by Gawler Public Library 
                                                                © 2009 Gawler Public Library  
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