
   
 
 

 
 

 
 

Gawler local heritage too important to ignore 
 
The Town of Gawler is undertaking a heritage survey of all existing Contributory Items listed within our Development 
Plan.  The aim of this process is to transition some of these places to Local Heritage Places if and where 
appropriate. This is due to proposed changes to the state planning system due to come into effect in July 2020.  

  
Mayor Karen Redman said Council is committed to ensuring the town’s historic fabric and cultural heritage is 
preserved while ensuring appropriate growth for the area also occurs. 

  
“Gawler has important historical significance to the state of South Australia and many of the places previously 
identified as Contributory Items, we believe are important which is why we are taking this process seriously,” said 
Mayor Redman. 

  
“With the proposed changes to state planning policies and laws, there’s real potential that this history could be lost 
forever so we really do need to act now.” 

  
“While we are one of the fastest growing local government areas in South Australia, we are also one of the oldest, 
so it’s really important that we get the balance between development and heritage right.” 

  
As one of the oldest, and one of the fastest growing Council districts in South Australia, Gawler is steeped in history 
while simultaneously embracing all the advantages of a modern urban centre. 

  
The State Government’s planning reform has the potential to impact significantly on the town’s unique historic 
character, which is intrinsically linked to our sense of identity. 
  
These proposed changes will result in only State and Local Heritage Places recognised, with Contributory Items no 
longer specifically identifiable.  
This could mean the protection currently provided to many of the historic features we take for granted in our 
neighbourhoods could be diminished leading to their potential removal. 

  
Council believes identification of Contributory Items within the new planning system is paramount in order to 
preserve Gawler’s unique character, as this category of items collectively make an important contribution to the 
historic character of the township. When viewed as a whole, they are an iconic heritage landscape; a group of 
buildings and places which beautifully demonstrate a defining period in Gawler’s history.  
Council has and will continue to lobby the State Government to ensure the planning reform takes into consideration 
the seriousness of what’s at stake if Contributory Items are allowed to fall by the wayside. 
  
Planning and development legislation is complex. We want to be at the table with our voice loud and clear when the 
proposed changes are finalised so our town and its history is preserved for future generations. Council is not 
suggesting we shouldn’t grow and develop as our future unfolds - far from it, but it is vital that we retain elements of 
our town’s history for future generations to enjoy and appreciate.  

  
As a Council, we recognise not all property owners will welcome the idea of their property transitioning from a 
Contributory Item to a Local Heritage Place. Not all existing Contributory Items will be eligible for transition as only 
those that meet the defined criteria will be considered, and we will consult with all affected property owners as part of 
this process. Ultimately it will be the Minister of Planning’s decision what changes are made.  
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Connect with Gawler: 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/townofgawler 
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/townofgawler 
Instagram: @townofgawler 
You Tube: www.youtube.com/townofgawler 
 
 
ENDS 
The media may wish to make contact with: Mayor Karen Redman on 0421 839 359 
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