
GAWLER INVEST
Iconic Projects - Driving growth and jobs

Economic facts to stimulate investment in Gawler……

1. Gawler is one of the fastest growth areas in South Australia.

2. Strong employment growth will result from local and regional investment.

3. Gawler is an important source of employment for residents in neighbouring  regions. There will be an increase in the number of  
 residents from Northern Adelaide who will live in Gawler.

4. Gawler is the major education and training centre for neighbouring regions and a major service centre for the Lower Mid North  
 and Northern Adelaide region.

5.	 Town	of	Gawler	will	need	additional	financial	resources	to	provide	critical	infrastructure	for	the	increased	population	and		 	
 development. Demand for public infrastructure; services and facilities; employment opportunities and housing in Gawler will   
 rise.

6. Gawler’s economy and industry base is diversifying.

7.	 Electrification	of	the	Adelaide	to	Gawler	rail	line	will	create	employment	opportunities	for	Adelaide,	Gawler	and	regional		 	
	 residents.	Specific	employment	opportunities	in	Gawler	will	be	construction,	health/medical,	education	and	training,	recreation,		
	 retail,	manufacturing	and	agriculture.

8. Rejuvenation of Gawler’s town centre is one of the economic ‘game changers’ for the region.

9.	 Gawler	is	a	regional	service	centre	with	a	catchment	of	110,000	people.	Electrification	of	the	rail	line	will	be	critical	in	supporting		
 main street and town centre developments.

10. The restored and revitalised Town hall and Institute buildings will provide a business Innovation hub with strong opportunity for  
 employment and training.

11.	Gawler’s	strategic	location	enables	leveraging	off	economic	opportunities	in	neighbouring	Barossa	Valley	and	Northern		 	
	 Adelaide	Plains.	New	Investment	opportunities	in	the	Barossa	Region	align	with	Gawler’s	11	iconic	projects.

12. Gawler has strong export potential with good freight connectivity to Adelaide Airport and Port Adelaide.
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Our Community Vision: 

A liveable, cohesive, active, 
innovative and sustainable 
community

Gawler Invest - driving growth and jobs
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Gawler

Gawler Invest - driving growth and jobs

Innovative Communities 
Gawler is embracing “smart” technology which will only enhance its reputation as a strong and 
sustainable community. Council has a track record of integrating digital initiatives into how it 
plans,	delivers	and	uses	public	assets	to	deliver	better	services	to	residents,	businesses	and	
visitors. Driving Council’s digital decision-making process has been the strategic development 
of its Smart Communities (Cities) Strategy and  ICT Strategy. Council is about to commence 
its connectivity and mCommerce projects with funding from the Australian Government’s 
Smart Cities and Suburbs Program. These projects will establish Council as one of the best 
connected	local	governments	in	Australia	and	deliver	the	first	integrated	mCommerce	solution	
provided by a local government in Australia. They will also provide the backbone for future 
open data projects cementing Gawler as a leader in Smart Community Infrastructure.
Investment Required = $2M. Estimated job outcomes: 12

Gawler East Regional Growth Precinct 
The	Gawler	East	Regional	Growth	Precinct	is	a	transformational	project,	delivering	new	
infrastructure	that	improves	road	connections	and	transport	efficiency	linking	new	housing	
developments	to	regional	jobs.	This	project	fast	tracks	the	final	stage	of	a	partnership	
between	Council,	State	Government	and	housing	developers	to	deliver	infrastructure	and	
housing to meet the population needs for the Greater Adelaide Region. It also assists to 
facilitate	the	State	Government’s	policy	mandate	to	provide	15%	affordable	housing	for	
all	new	significant	developments.	The	Gawler	East	Regional	Growth	Precinct	proposal	
incorporates	the	following	infrastructure	requirements:	Gawler	East	Link	Road	(Funded),	
Deferred	Infrastructure	(Unfunded),	Tiver	Road	Extension	(Unfunded).
Total Project cost $103.37M. Investment Required = $49M. Estimated job outcomes: 249

GAWLER TOWNSHIP GELR & CALTON ROAD 

INTERSECTION

PROPOSED GAWLER 

EAST LINK ROAD (GELR)

(Deferred Infrastructure)

ONE TREE HILL ROAD

LINK	ROAD	TO	TIVER	

CONNECTION POINT

M
AI

N
NO

RT
H

RO
AD

M
AI

N
NO

RT
H

RO
AD

POTTS ROAD
UPGRADE

BRIDGE	OF	GULLY

GELR & MAIN NORTH 

ROAD INTERSECION

TIVER	ROAD	&	MAIN	NORTH	

ROAD INTERSECTION

TIVER ROAD

PROPOSED	ROUNDABOUT	

AT	ALEXANDER	AVENUE

TIVER	ROAD	EXTENSION

TO
AD

EL
AI

DE

BAROSSA COUNCIL

CITY OF PLAYFORD

Gawler’s Rivers 
Maintaining a healthy ecology and rich biodiversity of Gawler’s important and unique 
river	corridors	will	increase	resilience	to	climate	change	(ie	flood	mitigation	and	riverbank	
restoration) at the same time respecting cultural heritage especially local aboriginal history 
of this area and preserving our important wildlife corridor. Protecting our rivers will create 
a	more	liveable	and	healthy	environment	for	locals	and	visitors,	providing	a	competitive	
advantage	for	the	region.	Federal,	State	and	Local	Government	investment	in	this	regard	
over the last 15 years has been more than $6M. Further investment is still needed in 
Gawler’s rivers.
Investment Required = $3.5M. Estimated job outcomes: 21

This information is based on an 
independent analysis of social and 
economic data by the Centre of Economic 
Studies,	University	of	Adelaide	and	RDA	
Barossa.	This	data	provides	the	evidence	
base to Town of Gawler’s prioritisation of 
iconic projects.

Town of Gawler
43	High	Street,	Gawler	East	SA	5118
PO	Box	130,	Gawler SA 5118
Phone: (08) 8522 9211
council@gawler.sa.gov.au   gawler.sa.gov.au



Gawler	is	the	major	regional	centre	for	the	wider	Barossa	and	Lower	Mid	North	Region	of	South	Australia.	
We are the fastest growing Local Government area in South Australia. Growing at a rate of nearly 2% per 
annum,	which	is	twice	the	State	average,	many	families	and	newly	retired	people	are	choosing	to	settle	in	
our	town	which	has	a	regional	catchment	of	110,000	people	and	growing.	

Gawler	is	a	designated	growth	area	identified	by	the	South	Australian	Government	and	this	is	likely	to	
continue. 

Town	of	Gawler’s	vision	for	the	community	is	a	‘liveable,	cohesive,	active,	innovative	and	sustainable	
community.’	To	achieve	this	vision,	Council	has	identified	critical	infrastructure	and	other	initiatives	that	will	
build	a	strong,	regional	economy.

I therefore commend to you the iconic projects in this prospectus that will create economic prosperity for 
Gawler,	the	region	and	for	South	Australia.

These	strategic	projects	deliver	on	regional,	state	and	national	social	and	economic	policies	that	focus	on	
creating	jobs,	a	skilled	workforce	and	strong	community.	Leveraging	existing	investments,	these	projects	
will	realise	more	than	$670	million	of	economic	benefits	and	create	hundreds	of	jobs	in	the	construction	
phase alone.

As	a	strong	local	government	team,	we	want	to	talk	to	you	about	how	we	can	make	this	happen.

This	is	our	goal	…	investment	and	jobs,	it’s	that	simple.

Karen	Redman,	Mayor

Message from Mayor Redman
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Karbeethan Reserve
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Recreational Facilities 
Sport	and	recreation	is	known	to	improve	mental	and	physical	health,	crime	prevention	and	
social	development.	Recreation	facilities	are	effective	in	reducing	rising	rates	of	obesity,	lack	of	
fitness	and	chronic	illness.	We	have	identified	upgrade	works	and	new	sports	hubs	in	Gawler	
that will accommodate the growing needs of our community and deliver positive health and 
social	outcomes	for	the	entire	region.	Specific	regional	precincts	include:	Karbeethan	Reserve	
and	Essex	Park.	Essex	Park	currently	houses	the	Gawler	Aquatic	Centre,	Tennis,	Pétanque	and	
Bowls.	Princes	Park,	currently	houses	the	Gawler	Showgrounds,	Gawler	Sport	and	Community	
Centre,	Greyhound	Racing,	Cricket,	Football	and	Netball.	The	South	Australian	Government’s	
30	Year	Plan	for	Greater	Adelaide	supports	the	need	for	upgraded	regional	sport	and	recreation	
facilities in our area.
Estimated Investment Required = $50M. Estimated job outcomes: 300

Addressing Climate Change 
The	Town	of	Gawler	has	declared	that	it	is	facing	a	Climate	Emergency,	consequently	Council	is	
prioritising action to address climate change.  Cooperation between all tiers of Government will be 
crucial in providing leadership and promoting the investment needed to reduce polluting emissions and 
transition to a low carbon economy for both Town of Gawler operations and the broader community. 
Council	operations	such	as	waste	management,	recycling,	stormwater	and	flood	management,	energy	
efficiency,	open	space	management,	biodiversity	protection	and	procurement	provide	opportunities	for	
innovation and partnerships. Gawler is ideally placed to promote and test these innovative solutions. 
It can become a centre for businesses to work on climate change solutions and linking with the 
Gawler	Business	Innovation	Hub	will	deliver	opportunities	for	enhanced	small	to	medium	business	
engagement. Council is developing a Climate Emergency Action Plan which will integrate with existing 
plans,	prioritise	actions	and	innovation	opportunities	and	guide	decision	making	and	investment	for	both	
climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies. Increased government investment is essential for 
securing	the	health	and	safety	of	our	community,	environment	and	economy.
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Cycle Connections and Tourism 
Reducing	reliance	on	car	use	is	a	major	policy	outcome	for	creating	more	accessible,	liveable	
and	connected	communities.	Cycle	tourism	is	big	business	in	Australia,	creating	more	jobs	than	
other	infrastructure	projects.	A	world	class	regional	cycling	network	linked	to	the	Barossa,	northern	
Adelaide	and	the	Adelaide	Plains,	will	create	a	unique	and	premium	food,	wine	and	eco-tourism	
experience	like	no	other	in	South	Australia.	Two	major	off-road	cycle	paths	exist	in	the	region	
however they are not connected and do not connect to Gawler’s Town Centre. The region is 
missing	out	on	the	significant	economic	benefits,	predominantly	from	tourism,	that	a	continuous	
and safe cycle connection from metropolitan Adelaide can bring. Providing this connectivity will 
directly	increase	economic	activity	and	local	employment	opportunities	for	Gawler	and	the	Barossa	
region	through	cycling,	food,	wine	and	nature	based	tourism	and	subsidiary	business	development.	
Investment Required = $7M. Estimated job outcomes: 42
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Railway Electrification 
An	efficient	public	transport	system	is	critical	to	support	population	and	jobs	growth.	
Fast and efficient	rail	infrastructure	will	increase	connectivity	between	Adelaide	and	the	
region,	attracting	a	skilled	workforce	and	increasing	liveability.	Council	welcomes	the	
announcement of Federal and State funding for this project. The proposed rezoning by the 
State Government through the Ministerial Uplift DPA would enable contemporary approach 
to mixed-use (residential and commercial) development at the Gawler Central railway 
station.	Critical	to	this	rezoning	is	ensuring	that	the	railway	electrification	has	the	capacity	
to accommodate the region’s future growth including lowering the train line to future proof a 
possible	extension	to	Concordia	(Southern	Barossa)	under	Murray	Street.
Estimated Investment Required = $462.5M. Estimated job outcomes: 2772

Regional Aquatic and Sports Centre 
As	the	service	centre	for	the	Lower	North,	wider	Barossa	and	northern	Adelaide	regions,	Gawler	
is	the	ideal	location	for	a	modern	and	world	class	Regional	Aquatic,	Health	and	Leisure	Centre.	
Council has undertaken a needs and feasibility analysis identifying concepts and project cost 
estimates	for	delivering	this	regional	facility	through	a	much	needed	upgrade	of	our	fifty	five	year	
old pool. The current facility is well used throughout summer with visitation strong across all age 
brackets	and	increasing	year	by	year.	Gawler	is	an	educational	hub	with	over	6,000	students	
within and adjacent to our Council boundary that want access to such a facility. As the fastest 
growing	Local	Government	area	in	South	Australia,	demand	for	an	upgraded	modern,	all	year	
round facility is growing. This project will assist the region to attract major events and sporting 
competitions improving Gawler’s visitor economy and providing business growth opportunities. 
Investment Required = $25M. Estimated job outcomes: 150

Karbeethan Reserve 
Karbeethan	Reserve,	Evanston	Gardens,	is	a	9.96ha	sporting	precinct	that	is	currently	utilised	
for competitive	baseball,	cricket,	hockey,	soccer	and	softball.	The	open	space	is	also	heavily	
utilised by the community for various unstructured recreational pursuits such as exercise 
and	dog	walking.	The	current	footprint	of	this	reserve	is	insufficient	and	requires	expansion	
of the existing reserve site to to adequately cater for the current and projected demand for 
existing	sports	and	defined	links	with	the	adjoining	Evanston	Gardens	Primary	School.	The	
Karbeethan Master Plan provides Council with a coordinated and strategic approach to the 
future redevelopment of the Reserve with the aim of producing well-designed functional and 
attractive sporting precinct that is used regularly by the broader community for sporting and 
recreational activities. Detailed design and a staged delivery of the Karbeethan Reserve 
Master	Plan	are	the	next	steps	but	significant	investment	is	required	to	bring	this	into	fruition.
Investment Required = $10M Stage 1. Estimated job outcomes: 60

Water 
Water availability and quality continues to be a key barrier to horticulture production in Gawler’s 
rural areas.  Irrigation of the communities existing and future green spaces is a further key 
aspect.	Wetlands	have	been	designed	for	the	Southern	Urban	Areas	to	capture,	treat	and	
reuse	stormwater	generated	in	the	area,	however	this	will	only	generate	non-portable	water	
supply to manage Council’s open spaces with no capacity for providing additional water to 
primary	(horticulture)	producers	in	the	area.	With	new	water	infrastructure,	these	areas	can	
deliver	premium-quality,	fresh	produce	from	our	clean	environment	for	export	to	the	thriving	
Asian	fresh-food	market.	Significant	skills	development,	training	and	jobs	growth	can	result.
Extimated Investment Required = $35M. Estimated job outcomes: 210

Town Centre 
The	identity	of	Gawler’s	Town	Centre	is	based	on	its	authentic	19th	century	architecture,	streetscape	
appeal,	and	great	accessibility	to	parks,	events,	arts,	shopping,	services	and	entertainment.	The	vision	
of	being	the	place	where	people	and	businesses	want	to	be,	requires	both	private	and	government	
investment	in	revitalising	the	current	Town	Centre	and	improving	the	long	term	profitability	of	Murray	
Street.  This investment will cultivate productive and accessible small to medium businesses and 
industries in turn supporting business development and local job creation. The Ministerial Uplift DPA 
currently	being	undertaken	by	the	State	Government	and	linked	to	the	Railway	Electrification	Project	
will include amendments to Gawler’s Development Plan. While it is expected that these amendments 
will	remove	some	barriers	that	will	stimulate	private	investment,	it	is	important	that	there	is	a	balance	
between this investment and ensuring that Gawler’s character and heritage is not compromised.
Estimated Investment Required = $35M. Estimated job outcomes: 210


