
   

 
 

 
 

 

Town of Gawler to forward proposal to Boundary Commission  
 

Town of Gawler has recently voted to progress its submission (Stage One proposal) to the Boundary Commission 
regarding proposed alterations to local government borders.   
 
The greater Gawler area is estimated to increase in population from its current size of more than 23,500 to up to 
60,000 by 2040. Gawler currently provides facilities and services to an estimated 110,000 people living beyond the 
Town of Gawler council area. Mayor Karen Redman said the Council and the community are ready to formally embrace 
the communities living adjacent Gawler, and boundary reform is the most appropriate way to do this.  
 
“We are already one community in so many ways, so it just makes good sense to formalise our relationship, and with 
the changes in state government legislation, the time is right to start the process with the state government and have 
the conversations both with our local government counterparts and our communities,” said Mayor Redman. 
 
“Large population growth is expected over the next 10 to 20 years and we want to be ready for that, so we need to start 
strategically planning now and boundary realignments will go a long way towards creating a strong, united community 
and ensure a culturally, economically and environmentally sustainable future. 
 
“We are one of the fastest growing local government areas in South Australia and the major service centre for the 
lower mid-north. We must make sure we’re prepared for the pressures that accompany rapid population growth, 
including increased demand on infrastructure and services,” Mayor Redman said. 
 
“For many beyond our Council borders, we are the closest regional town, so it’s great that many people enjoy the 
convenience of our services and facilities and so, in that sense, we are already one community. Our submission to the 
Boundaries Commission seeks to formalise this relationship. 
 
“Great examples of this are people who use the library and aquatic centre – almost half of the users live beyond our 
local council area. We know that our friends and neighbours living in adjacent suburbs such as Hewett, Concordia, 
Kalbeeba and Gawler Belt utilise local services. There is nothing wrong with that, in fact it should be encouraged. It 
makes complete sense. We want to formalise this relationship and become one community. We have so much to offer 
and share.  
 
“Other considerations include properties and suburbs that are split across two council areas and would benefit from 
practical minor adjustments to boundaries, for example parts of Evanston Park, Reid and Hillier.  “Benefits to a 
boundary readjustment include potential removal of current administrative inefficiencies where planning and 
development, waste collection services and infrastructure would be managed by one local council encouraging 
business and economic growth in the region. 
 
“For now, we are progressing the application for boundary change to the Boundaries Commission for their assessment, 
and if we have the go ahead from them, we can continue with the work we need to do, which includes much 
consultation with our community,” said Mayor Redman. 
 
The areas located immediately adjacent Gawler form an intrinsic extension of the town where these residents have a 
natural reliance on Gawler for services and their connection to community. In fact, it is simple logic and common sense.  
 
“Council believes progressing the proposal to the Boundaries Commission is the best course of action. Boundary 
reform has been on the local community agenda for many years with Council showing leadership in this space. Our 
proposal will be assessed and based on that assessment we will be advised what our next steps are,” said Mayor 
Redman. 
 
Connect with Gawler: 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/townofgawler Twitter:  www.twitter.com/townofgawler 
Instagram: @townofgawler  You Tube: www.youtube.com/townofgawler 
 
ENDS 
The media may make contact with Mayor Karen Redman on 0421 839 359 
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